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| How Can We Protect American Citizens 


| 
(Moderator Denny: 


| Good evening, neighbors. To- 
might we are dealing with a very 
ticklish subject — kidnapping, in- 
ternational kidnapping. Oh _ yes, 
ywe've worded it politely: “How 
Can We Protect American Citizens 
i. the Iron Curtain?” 

It’s an old story to the people 
of Vienna, supposedly policed by 
the Four Great Powers, but we 
paid little attention to it until 
Robert Vogeler, who is with us 
@ere tonight, was arrested by the 
i'fungarian Government in No- 
ember, 1949, and imprisoned un- 
#2 April 28 of last year. William 
atis, head of the Associated 
Peess Bureau in Czechoslovakia, is 
aiil a prisoner of the Czechoslo- 
ak Government. And we are all 
amiliar with the humiliating story 
kich culminates in the United 
tates paying a ransom of $120,- 
*) to the Hungarian Government 
or the release of the four Ameri- 
an flyers last month. 


American blood boils with a 
ense of outrage when we hear 
aese cases and the other little 
blicized cases of Americans who 
e still under arrest behind the 
con Curtain; but it will require 
ore than rage and indignation to 
zal with this problem, so we've 
vited two United Senators, a 
ongressman, and Mr. Vogeler 
imself to counsel with us on 
own Meeting this evening. 

We'll hear first from an old 
end of Town Meeting who has 
stinguished himself in many 
Ids, first as a member of the 
ouse of Representatives, and 
ace November 1946 as a mem- 
r of the Senate. Last year he 
‘ved as a delegate tc the United 
ates Mission to the UN, where 


Behind the Iron Curtain? 


he acquired firsthand knowledge 
of what it means to deal with 
Messrs. Vishinsky, Malik, and 
other representatives of Iron Cur- 
tain countries. I’m very happy to 
welcome back to Town Meeting 
Senator John Sparkman, Demo- 
crat of Alabama. 


Senator Sparkman: 


I’m afraid to say that I do not 
know what we can do that will 
positively assure freedom for Wil- 
liam Oatis. I want us to do every- 
thing possible to obtain his re- 
lease and not quit until we do 
obtain it. I've been shocked, as I 
know all of you have, by the ac- 
tion of, not just Hungary alone, 
but of all the countries behind 
the Iron Curtain in their treatment 
of nationals of other countries. 

I rebel against the very thought 
of our having to pay ransom for 
the release of any of our Citizens 
—against ransom having to be 
paid by any nation for its citizens. 
It is particularly bitter for us, for 
we have long felt secure as Amer- 
ican citizens to go wherever we 
wished. 

Times have changed in recent 
years. We have seen high-handed 
treatment of citizens of other 
countries by Russia, communist 
China, Hungary, Czechoslovakia 
and others—treatment that was 
more like banditry than the ac- 
tion of an organized government. 
Vogeler, Oatis, the four fliers, 
Angus Ward—these are just a 
few. There are many, many more. 
Of course, we are indignant and 
in our anger, we think of many 
things we should like to do. 

I know that my colleagues on 
this program, Senator George 
Smathers, Congressman Jake Jav- 
its, and I all are glad to have the 


opportunity to discuss this mat- 
ter with Robert Vogeler who has 
so recently undergone this terrible 
experience. When we think 
through each proposal and meas- 
ure it in terms of results, we come 
face to face with the difficulty of 
finding some action that will get 
results—and after all, it is getting 
results that we want. 

It is easy to criticize and to 
say something must be done. It is 
a different matter to find a plan 
that will work. I want to make a 
few suggestions: 

(1) That we recognize this as 
a deliberate program of harass- 
ment by Russia and her satellites; 
(2) That it has been inspired, in 
large part, by the military weak- 
ness into which we allowed our- 
selves to deteriorate in the let- 
down following World War I; 
(3) That we continue rebuilding 
our strength to the point that 
Russia, who directs this campaign 
of harassment, may be able to 
understand what we mean when 
we say that we will have no more 
of it; (4) That since similar treat- 
ment is being accorded to other 
free nations, we take the lead in 
working out a common front in 
taking action just as we have done 
in the military field. The next 
Robert Vogeler may be a Briton 
or a Frenchman or a Belgian or a 
Greek. We free nations should 
stand together and take firm ac- 
tion together. (5) That we recog- 
nize this action as a program 
designed by the Kremlin to keep 
other people out of Iron Curtain 
countries and thereby to seal off 
these countries completely from 
the free world. (6) That we keep 
in mind that this is part of the 
cold war. We have won other 
phases of the cold war through 
the exercise of patience and firm- 
ness when our natural impulse 
was to act rashly. 


Russia cannot design a cold 
war—or a hot one, either, for that 
matter—that we cannot win if we 
build our strength and refuse to 
let our just indignation blind us 
to the overriding realities of this 
touch-and-go hour in the history 
of the world. (Applause) 


Moderator Denny: 


Thank you, Senator Sparkman. 
Now let’s have a word from a 
Republican member of Congress 
who has also been extremely ac 
tive in international affairs as a 
member of the House Foreign Af- 
fairs Committee, a native of New 
York City who served as Lt. 
Colonel in World War II and be- 
gan his service as a Republican 
Liberal in the 80th Congress. 
Congressman Jacob Javits of the 
21st Congressional District of New 
York. 


Congressman Javits: 


Certainly American citizens 
should be secure anywhere, but 
fundamental to this discussion is 
the question of what will serve 
the policy of opposition to the 
communist aggression and subver- 
sion of the Soviet bloc the best. 
For it must be clear that the 
treatment of individual American 
citizens caught within the Soviet 
bloc is only an expression by that 
group of its hatred of the West, 
of the need which i: finds to 
snare innocent victims as support 
for its false propaganda that the 
West is spying on and sabotaging 
the Soviet bloc and has designs of 
aggression against it. 

The case of American citizens 
situated in this way becomes, 
whether we will it or not, an ele- 
ment of the struggle between com- 
munism and freedom rather than 
an individual case. It is very dif- 
ferent from our experience with 
the Barbary pirates or other ma- 
rauders who seized our citizens 


_and who could be dislodged by a 
“gunboat” policy. Any effort to 
take out an American citizen 
|trapped within the Soviet bloc by 
force would be a signal for war, 
-and both we and the Russians 
| would know it. 

Americans imprisoned behind 
the Iron Curtain are soldiers in 
| ipe “cold war’ and I am sure 
| that American citizens like Robert 
| Vogeler for whom I took up the 
(cudgels understand just that. 
| Accordingly, we must empha- 
| size diplomatic, political and eco- 
‘nomic retaliation in getting our 
(citizens out. Also, to pay a fine as 
'we recently did to get the Hun- 
gZarian communist regime to re- 
lease our U. S. Army flyers is sub- 
mitting to blackmail. The old crv 
‘of “millions for defense and not 
‘one cent for tribute’ is just as 
‘yalid today in terms of govern- 
iment policy. 

There may be differences as to 
ithe degree to which we should 
‘wage the diplomatic, political and 
(economic struggle to get out men 
|ke Oatis—now in Czechoslova- 
|kia—through severing diplomatic 
irelations with the communist 
regimes completely or in part, 
‘through complete trade embargos 
‘or partial trade embargos, and 
‘through all-out or carefully 
‘selected propaganda campaigns in 
the world and in the United Na- 
‘tions, but these are questions of 
tactics, not strategy. Our strategy 
should be to use all means likely 
to prove effective to obtain the 
desired result, but not to resort to 
force or submit to blackmail. 

I agree with the program going 
as far as necessary to obtain the 
release of our nationals by sever- 
ing diplomatic relations, closing 
consulates and embassies, prohibit- 
ing travel by U. S. citizens, stop- 
ping trade, freezing assets, and 
doing our utmost to get all the 


countries we’re helping to do the 
same thing. 

But even more than that, I 
want the United States to literally 
tear the roof off of the radio and 
in the newspapers of the world 
and in the United Nations pro- 
testing the injusice in the in- 
dividual case, right now the cele- 
brated Oatis case. 

We should, for example, move 
in the United Nations to expel 
Czechoslovakia from membership 
right now. The Russians are try- 
ing to win the depressed and un- 
happy peoples of the world with 
the idea that they are the peoples’ 
friend. We should pound home 
individual cases of trapped U. S. 
citizens for all they are worth, to 
show that the Russians are cal- 
lously brutal perpetrators of in- 
justice, a menace to every man. 

The Russians have shown time 
and again that in a pinch they 
fear world opinion, and I’m for 
using it to the full. (Applause) 


Moderator Denny: 


Thank you, Congressman Javits. 
Many of you will recall the hard- 
fought campaign in Florida in the 
spring of 1950, when Congressman 
George A. Smathers and former 
Senator Claude Pepper were at 
each other’s throats. Senator Pep- 
per was a frequent Town Meet- 
ing speaker, and we are happy to 
welcome his successor who was 
elected by the people of Florida 
in November 1950. 

Senator Smathers, who was a 
Lt. Colonel in the Marines—that 
seems to be a good qualification 
for getting into Congress, Con- 
gressman Javits—served as Hon- 
orary Chairman of the Hungarian 
ransom committee to raise money 
for the four American flyers re- 
cently released by the Hungarian 
government and he is deeply in- 
terested in tonight’s question. He 


was a member of the Foreign Af- 
fairs Committee with Congress- 
man Javits, and is quite accus- 
tomed to debating with the Con- 
gressman from New York. Sena- 
tor George A. Smathers of Flor- 
ida. 


Senator Smathers: 


I think that we should remem- 
ber that the average American 
family today is secure from rob- 
bery or kidnapping because most 
potential criminals know that if 
they commit such crimes they will 
be severely punished. It is this 
procedure of making punishment 
a certainty which deters crime. 


As with individuals, criminal 
nations must likewise be deterred 
by knowledge of swift and certain 
punishment. 


The communists behind the Iron 
Curtain have proven time and 
again that they have respect for 
nothing but force and power. They 
laugh at those who obey interna- 
tional law. They are contemptu- 
ous of those who appeal to their 
sense of fair play. Appeasement 
only encourages them to even 
greater brutality and illegality. 


Therefore in trying to work out 
a solution to this question, we 
know that we must meet them with 
those forces which they respect 
and understand. We cannot ap- 
pease them by paying ransoms 
without encouraging more such 
acts against us in the future, even 
though we of course are happy to 
have Robert Vogeler here with us 
tonight. 


We must let them know that 
when they capture and illegally 
hold American citizens, they will 
receive punishment, and that it 
will be severe and certain. 

There are two possible methods 
of punishment. One is to hurt 
them politically and economically 


—deprive them of something 
which they want. The second is 
to let them know that we may con- 
sider their acts as acts of war. 

It seems to me that in order to 
minimize the possibility of inter- 
national complications, our goy- 
ernment should first prohibit travel 
by private citizens behind the 
Iron Curtain. Then we must an- 
nounce in clear and unmistakable 
terms that hereafter when any com- 
munist government captures and 
holds any of our citizens, officials 
or soldiers, we shall forthwith take 
certain steps. I shan’t enumerate 
these steps because Senator Spark- 
man and Congressman Javits have 
already enumerated most of them. I 
would like to add two more, how- 
ever, to what they have said. I think 
we should stop all trade direct and 
indirect with those countries which 
hold our citizens. We should urge 
all countries of the North Atlantic 


Treaty Organization to join with — 


us and to cease trade with the 
guilty country. 
here is where I disagree with my 
good friend Congressman Javits, 
I say we must let them know that 
the illegal capture and holding of 
our citizens may be considered by 
us sO extreme and so aggravated 


And finally, and- 


that we deem it necessary to ac-_ 
cept the use of force with some 


country. 

Now there are those who say 
that this is too drastic. I share 
with all people the anxiety about 
such a course. However, I’m sure 
the evidence will show that such a 
course of firmness and strength 
will be more likely to keep us out 
of war and protect our citizens 
than will a course of vacillation 
and appeasement and debate. (Ap- 
plause ) 


Moderator Denny: 


Thank you, Senator Smathers. 
Now I wish there were time for 


| Robert Vogeler to answer all of 
(our questions about his 17 months 
iin prison in communist Hungary, 
[but he attempted to do this in 
his new book, I Was Stalin's 
| Prisoner, which will be released 
for publication in March or April. 
‘But tonight we are asking his ad- 
vice on the very important ques- 
(tion of how to prevent similar 
‘situations from occurring in the 
ifuture. 

| Mr. Vogeler, as European rep- 
resentative of the International 
iPelephone and Telegraph Cor- 
‘poration, and now as vice presi- 
ident of that company, which took 
you both to Czechoslovakia and 
‘Hungary, you’ve had considerable 
‘experience behind the Iron Cur- 
tain. We'll be most grateful for 
‘our counsel on tonight’s ques- 
tion. 


War. Vogeler: 


In mv opinion, our government 
sshould not have paid the ransom 
. the release of the flyers. Not 

ith government funds. (Ap- 
telause) And since apparently our 
foreign policy has not been suf- 
ficiently strong to enable us to de- 
wmand the unconditional release of 
hostages held by communists, un- 
itil we are, we cannot abandon our 
fellow citizens; and therefore, in 
my opinion, to use funds raised 
by public subscription would 
leave the government free to use 
such punitive measures as may 
apply. 

I am overjoyed to be free, but 
I was shocked when IJ learned that 
the United States Government had 
been forced to pay a large ransom 
to communist Hungary to effect 
my release. I am convinced that 
the United States Government has 
failed to act with the strength and 
decisiveness that one might expect 
of a powerful nation dedicated to 
protect the rights of man. 


-In recent years, the United 
States has too often acted as a 
much weaker nation would be ex- 
pected to act. But we are not a 
weak nation. We are still the most 
powerful nation on the face of the 
earth, and we have a solemn duty 
to use that power to compel just 
and human treatment to Ameri- 
cans in every part of the world. 

As I understand Senator Spark- 
man points out, we are not as yet 
in a position to lead from force 
and must use diplomacy while we 
continue to build up our strength. 
Congressman Javits has suggested 
that much greater propaganda 
measures be taken against aggres- 
sor nations, and Senator Smathers 
suggested a list of retaliatory 
measures — apparently meeting 
force with force, if necessary. 

I believe the time has come to 
demonstrate that although we are 
a considerate nation, we cannot 
and will not tolerate any more 
violations of the rights of our 
citizens or of our sovereignty. We 
must make our foreign policy as 
strong and as determined as we 
are making our military power. 
It is unfortunate that today, 
power, brute strength, is the only 
language that the communists un- 
derstand and respect. 

We should determine what 
steps we shall take in the future 
to prevent further infringements 
of our rights by the communists, 
and we should inform the world 
in unmistakable terms what we 
propose to do; then in the event 
any Iron Curtain country unjustly 
detains or imprisons American 
citizens, we should immediately 
apply the steps we’ve promised to 
impose. 

If these steps fail to bring re- 
sults, we should continue to im- 
pose in rapid succession increa- 
singly severe measures and _ pres- 
sures—both economic and political 


—until it becomes clear to the 
Reds that we mean what we say 
and that we will not be intimi- 
dated or bluffed. (Applause) 


Moderator Denny: 


Thank you, Mr. Vogeler. Per- 
haps the best way for us, the 
American people, to understand, 
really understand the nature of this 
problem is to consider each and 
every one of us in our homes 
throughout the length the breadth 
of this land tonight: What would 
you do if your child or your wife 
or a relative of yours were kid- 
napped and you got a ransom 
note? Think in those terms and 
we can understand this problem. 

Now, gentlemen, there doesn’t 
seem to be much difference of 
opinion among you, but perhaps 
you would like to ask each other 
questions before we take the ques- 
tions from the audience. 


Senator Sparkman: Yes, Mr. 
Denny, here is the thing that’s 
puzzling me. I noticed that Cap- 
tain Swift, one of the flyers, said 
he was very glad that the govern- 
ment had paid the ransom. Mr. 
Vogeler has made some statement 
about his feeling. I’d like to hear 
from Congressman Javits and Sen- 
ator Smathers both on this. Should 
the government ever pay ransom 
or alleged fines? 


Congressman Javits: My answer 
is decisively no. A soldier who 
serves his country doesn’t expect 
to be ransomed if the enemy takes 
him prisoner, and that’s exactly 
what happened in Germany. That’s 
a risk of the calling that’s got to 
be taken in the interest of the 
country. I took it when I served. 
Senator Smathers took it when he 
served, and every soldier knows he 
accepts the risks when he serves. 
And any American, though not a 
soldier, who goes behind the Iron 


Curtain knows that he is a soldier 
in the cold war. 


Senator Smathers: I would cer- 
tainly agree with my friend Con- 
gressman Javits. The government 
should not have paid the fine. 
The government should never pay 
such a fine. On the other hand, 
in this particular case, I do think 
that the government would have 
been well advised to have received 
the $120,000, as it was offered, by 
private citizens and used that 
money in order to release these 
boys so that they would not have 
had to remain in Hungary three 
months, or whatever the fine was. 


Mr. Denny: All right. Mr. 
Vogeler do you want to speak to 
that? 


Mr. Vogeler: No thank you. 


Mr. Denny: All right. Mr. Javits? - 


Congressman Javits: Well, I 
would just like to say that I cer- 
tainly agree with Senator Smathers 
as to the bounty of the public in 


raising the money and getting the 


boys out of jail. 


Senator Smathers: All right, let 
me ask my good friend, Jack © 


Javits, a question. He said that we 
should in no instance ever resort 
to force, if the Iron Curtain coun- 
tries should ever seize any of our 


citizens, but should rely principally © 


on world opinion. I would like 


to ask him, can he give us many — 


imstances where in recent years 
world opinion has in any way dis- 
suaded the communists. Certainly 
it didn’t do much good at the 
Berlin blockade, it hasn’t done 
much good in Korea, and I don’t 
see that it’s done much good in 
China. I’'d like to hear you talk 
about that, Congressman. 
Congressman Javits: One of the 
great instances in which the com- 
munists were dissuaded by world 
Opinion was in the withdrawal of 


i their forces from Iran. But the im- 
| portant thing that I am emphasiz- 
i ing is this, Senator Smathers, and 
{ this brings me to a question to 
you. I don’t belief in bluffing, and 
‘when you’re going to tell the Iron 
(Curtain Countries that if they im- 
| prison an American citizen we 
consider it a cause for war, you’ve 
got to be prepared to wage war. 
Now, I’m willing with you three 
gentlemen to tour the country and 
|convince the American people that 
ithat’s a justifiable cause for war, 
‘but they are not convinced now, 
and I’m not for getting them into 
war by the back door. 


Senator Smathers: I would like 
to say, Congressman, that I share 
your dislike of war very much. 
On the other hand, I think that 
we've all agreed here tonight that 
the only thing the communists re- 
spect is force and power. If we 
start debating with them and talk- 
dag with them about ransoms and 
things of that nature, they will 
continue to pursue the course 
which they have started out to 
pursue, which is to discredit us 
in the eyes of all the other people 
f the world to such an extent that 
e will no longer be an important 
ation in the world. 

I think that the reason that we 
are preparing today is in the event 
that we have to say to them, and 
e should say to them, “You have 
come this far, but we’re not going 
© permit you to go any further. 
e like our honor, we like our 
dignity, and we’re ready to fight 
for it if necessary.” (Applause) 

Senator Sparkman: I want to 
ask George Smathers, in fact, all 
of the three here, if I may, this 
question: Don’t you believe that 
e could accomplish much if we 
ook the lead in building up a 
united front on the part of the 
‘riendly nations — particularly, 


well, take the North Atlantic Pact 
nations, for instance—and let them 
stand with us in making this firm 
protest and demand. If we can 
collect public opinion in that man- 


ner, it might have the desired 
effect. 
Senator Smathers: Senator, I[ 


would certainly agree with you, 
and that’s why in my opening state- 
ment I recommended that we ask 
the countries of the North At- 
lantic Treaty Organization to join 
with us in this effort, because those 
are the countries of the world 
with whom we can do business; 
those are the countries of the 
world who understand and respect, 
as we do, national law; those 
are the countries of the world, 
if they will continue their defensive 
efforts together with us, who will 
be strong enough to enforce inter- 
national law if that becomes neces- 
sary. I certainly do think we 
should ask them to join with us 
in protecting innocent citizens of 
their countries and ours. 


Congressman Javits: I’m so glad 
that Senator Sparkman raised that 
point. I’d like to answer both 
points, Senator Smathers and Sen- 
ator Sparkman, in this way. Sure, 
you would resort to force ulti- 
mately, if the American people are 
convinced, after you’ve tried every- 
thing else; and from what they 
have already said it’s very clear 
that we and the NATO countries 
together have not tried closing con- 
sulates, throwing out diplomats, 
ending all trade, even using an in- 
dividual case in the United Nations. 
I couldn’t get the United States to 
raise the Vogeler case specifically 
in the United Nations. They said 
they had to raise it generally as a 
violation of the Hungarian Peace 
Treaty. Now I say until you do 
these other things, the American 
people don’t want you to go to 


war yet. Let’s do the others first, 
and Senator Sparkman has put his 
finger on it. (Applause) 

Mr. Wogeler: It is certainly my 
opinion also that we should use a 
concerted effort against the Iron 
Curtain countries. But I think that 
we've done a lot of talking about 


this, and that now the United 
States should lead these NATO 
countries into formulating that 


kind of a policy by increasing 
strong measures in the event that 
the first steps do not succeed. I 
don’t think that any of us want 
to force the United States into a 
Third World War, but I am 
equally convinced that if we take 
a firm position now and draw the 
line now, it will be the only way 
to eliminate the possibility of a 
Third World War. 


Senator Smathers: I would like 
to ask Mr. Vogeler, does he not 
think that if we continue to ap- 
pease and vacillate and permit 


these Communist countries to pusk 
us around that eventually it’s going 
to be war? 


Mr. Vogeler: Exactly, Senator. 
I have been trying to preach that 
A policy of appeasement has 
always resulted in war, because 
there comes a time when you can 
no longer appease, and therefore 
in my opinion there is only one 
course open to us. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Mr. 
Vogeler. Now I want to call your 
attention, ladies and gentlemen, 
that if the communist countries 
are monitoring this program, and 
I’m sure they are, they must infer 
from what’s been said by all four 
of these gentlemen that it’s not 
safe for American nationals to go 
behind the Iron Curtain, at the 
present time, until something is 
done about it. Now we are ready 
to take questions from this repre- 
sentative audience in New York 
tonight. 


__———_ >? 


OUE STRIGN S77? PEASE 


Lady; Senator Smathers, if we 
cut off trade with Iron Curtain 
countries which hold American 
citizens prisoners, wouldn’t we be 
depriving ourselves of essential 
products not otherwise available? 


Senator Smathers: 1 don’t think 
there is any doubt about it. I think 
that there are many things that are 
grown behind the Iron Curtain that 
cannot be found anywhere else; 
but on the other hand, while we 
would lose economically by cutting 
off trade, at the same time we 
would gain in prestige and respect 
and honor. I think that the many 
peoples throughout the world who 
sit on the sidelines and look at 
this contest, this cold war, so to 
speak, deciding what they’re going 
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to do, would be tremendously im- 
pressed by the fact that we in 
America were willing to take an 
economic loss in order to gain 
honor and prestige and respect for 
ourselves in the future. 


Mr. Denny: Senator Smathers, 
what are some of those things pro- 
duced behind the Tron Curtain that 
we don’t produce—that we think 
we have to have? | 


Senator Smathers: Well, I hear 
that all the bristles that are in 
paint brushes and shaving brushes 
and things of that nature come 
from China, and that you can’t get 
them anywhere else but there. 
Well, I'm sure that most all 
of us would be happy to grow 
a beard in order to at the same 


time be able to get the people 
jon our side. 


Lady: Congressman Javits, you 
land Senator Smathers and _ the 
‘whole room, I believe, in dis- 


jcussing the possibility of the settle- 
iment of this problem on the basis 
jof international law, are for it. 
would like to ask this, as weve 
en asked to apply this problem 
m a personal basis: When we 
ave a kidnapping in a community 
jor a locality, we immediately turn 
to the police. Why. then should we 
not ask what has happened to the 
(international Police force that was 
co have been set up by a Military 
Staff committee of the United 
Nations ? 
_ Congressman Javits: The Mili- 
1aty Staff committee has been un- 
maicessful in putting together a 
|-nited Nations police force. The 
mrst time that a really effective 
mcm of the United Nations to beat 
fown agressors has been organized 
aas been in Korea, and the United 
states has taken the lead in that. 
hope very much that we will get 
yo the point where you can appeal 
x the International Police force, 
iad my whole point about beat- 
ing the drum in these things in 
ihe United Nations was to urge 
1n all the nations of the world to 
each that point. That’s exactly 
Qe way it ought to be handled. 


Man: Mr. Vogeler, why do 
americans want to travel behind 
ae Iron Curtain? 


Mr. Vogeler: Well, I’ve been 
rondering that, too, since what 
appened to me has happened. But 
bu see, until recently we have 
een dealing commercially with 
1 the countries of the world, and 
se thought that after the Second 
Yorld War, we were still dealing 
ith friendly nations. Under the 
cesent circumstances, I think that 
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from the opinions expressed here 
tonight, Americans should not 
travel behind the Iron Curtain. 


Mr. Denny: Even on telephone 
business ? 


Mr. Vogeler: Even on telephone 
business. 


Man: Id like to direct my ques- 
tion to Senator Smathers, please. 
Why not limit the travel in the 
Iron Curtain countfies to persons 
having diplomatic immunity only? 
That would limit our problem as 
far as cases like Mr. Vogeler. 


Senator Smathers: 1 thank you 
for that question. The only thing 
I can say is that I made my open- 
ing statement too rapidly, because 
in it I mentioned just that fact. 
I thought the first thing we should 
do is to eliminate all travel of 
private citizens behind the Iron 
Curtain so that we would not en- 
courage these complicated inter- 
national situations that are liable 
to result, if we let them travel 
over there. I thank you for the 
question. 


Man: Mr. Javits, do you think 
an aroused public contributes much 
towards getting back our citizens 
from an Iron Curtain country, or 
is it usually only a legal or dip- 
lomatic effort that counts? 

Congressman Javits: I think 
that’s a swell question. I think an 
aroused public firms up the back 
of the United States government 
and that’s the entity that’s got to 
use the power in order to get back 
our citizens from behind the Iron 
Curtain. 

Man: Senator Smathers, in the 
case of William Oatis, do you think 
Russia would yield more quickly 
if negotiations were through the 
United Nations? If so, why is this 
not done? 


Senator Smathers: Why it’s not 


done, I don’t know. I wish it had 
been brought to the United Na- 
tions. I think it should be brought 
to the United Nations, and I think 
that it’s about time that all of us 
knew just exactly what the govern- 
ment was doing in order to release 
Mr. Oatis. I share your worry 
about that. 

Man: Mr. Vogeler, to the best 
of your knowledge, do we have 
spies behind the Iron Curtain? 

Mr. Denny: Do you want to 
give away our little secrets? 

Mr. Vogeler: To the best of my 
knowledge, I don’t believe we have 
spies behind the Iron Curtain. 

Mr. Denny: But you hope we 
do, don’t you? 

Man: Id just like to ask another. 
Hitler once said that to fight 
totalitarianism we would have to 
adopt totalitarian methods. By 
using such methods as some which 
have been mentioned, are we noi 
adopting the same methods that 
Hitler once said a democracy 
would have to adopt to defeat a 
totalitarian regime? 

Mr. V ogeler: I don’t believe that 
it’s necessary for us to use totali- 
tarian methods. I don’t believe that 
when our citizens have been un- 
justly kidnapped and held for ran- 
som against all provisions of inter- 
national law, the retaliatory meas- 
ures that we impose can be con- 
sidered totalitarian, because totali- 
tarian methods are aggressive 
methods. 

Mr. Denny: All right, thank you. 
The questioner perhaps inferred 
that you were going to answer that 
question in the affirmative, Mr. 
Vogeler, and that’s why he added 
the second part of the question. 
Mr. Javits wants to talk to him. 

Congressman Javits: Well, to 
demonstrate that we’re not recom- 
mending totalitarian methods, but 
on the contrary, the constitutional 


12 


and legislative methods of the 
United States, I’d like to tell you 
that there is on the books now 
just recently passed the Battle bill, 
which codifies this whole problem 
of just how we cut off trade with 
the Iron Curtain and what pres- 
sure we put on our allied coun- 
tries to do the same thing, and 
it’s all under the direction of the 
Mutual Security Administrator an 
in the full control of Congress and 
right out in the light of day. Now. 
that’s certainly not totalitarian. Or 
the contrary, that’s only democ- 
racy showing that it has the capa- 
bility to protect itself. 

Man: Congressman Javits, isn’t 
it a fact that the whole trouble 
lies with the easy policy of o 
State Department in Washington: 


Congressman Javits: Well, J 
wouldn’t say that the whole troubl 
lies with the easy policy of ou 
State Department. I will say tha 
in the Vogeler and other cases ] 
think I am convinced, and I rather 
have a feeling that my colleagues 
are convinced, that a great dea 
more that was forceful and effec 
tive could be done than was done 
I gave one example, which is the 
presentation of the matter in ¢ 
very striking way in the Unitec 
Nations. Senator Smathers ha: 
referred to cutting off trade. 
might say that that might be pretty 
easy for us, but it’s pretty hare 
for the Europeans who depend or 
the Eastern European countries fos 
heavy amounts of timber and grain 
It’s been estimated that it woulc 
cost us a billion dollars a year te 
support them if they were cut off 
from those sources. 

Nevertheless, I agree with Sen: 
ator Smathers that in aid of the 
security of Americans trapped be 
hind the Iron Curtain, we shoul 
even be willing to do that. I don’ 
think the State Department has lec 


effectively in that kind of a grand 
campaign with full recognition of 
ow serious this is both to us as 
degislators, to the American people, 
and to our prestige in the world. 


Senator Smathers: 1 would like 
«o say that I agree very much with 
ay friend Javits on that, and I’d 
like to ask him, does he not also 
agree that had the State Depart- 
ment, as the question was directed, 
ad the State Department in ad- 
Wwance notified the countries behind 
ithe Iron Curtain and all the com- 
munist countries everywhere just 
exactly what we were going to do 
is advance, the chances are that 
ey would probably have not held 
fir. WVogeler or taken Mr. Oatis; 
and if we would continue to an- 
bounce what we’re going to do in 
advance, do you not think that it 
ould tend to lessen these inter- 
national incidents which we're havy- 
ing all the time? 


Congressman Javits: 1 couldn’t 
agree with you more. I think the 
attle bill begins to do that, and 
again I point out, Senator Smathers, 
and I hope you'll forgive me, that 
ere are still, as you yourself have 
just said, lots of things we can 
do short of actually going to war. 


colonel. 


THE SPEAKER S’ 
(Continued from page 2) 


He was elected to Congress in November, 1946. Mr. Javits has 
been active in the fight for effective price and rent controls and author of 
amendments for the benefit of tenants. 
protection of Ciyil rights and for FEPC, and against segregation and dis- 

| crimination in public-supported education and in the armed forces. He has 
written many articles on political subjects and is well-known as a lecturer. 


One of them is to give them an 
adequate notice. 

Man: Id like to ask Senator 
Sparkman what he’d do about 
the 14 men sitting in the basement 
of the Kremlin who are the spear- 
head of the Soviet propaganda 
machine. They’ve been at it for 
34 years, and they operate 168 
hours a week and 52 weeks a year. 
We've got a psychological strategy 
for it. The head of that board has 
been in office just 15 days. He’s 
already said he’s going to resign 
next September. What do you 
suggest for strengthening our pro- 
paganda machine? 


Senator Sparkman: Well, the 
first thing that I’d suggest is that 
Congress give it sufficient money 
to operate on. Congress has been 
miserly in furnishing appropria- 
tions for every form of psycho- 
logical warfare that we have de- 
vised, that we have started. I be- 
lieve very strongly in the efficacy 
of psychological warfare, and I 
think that we have been weak in it. 


Mr. Denny: Well, gentlemen, I 
want to thank you two Senators, 
and Mr. Robert Vogeler for your 
participation in tonight’s discus- 
sion. 


COLUMN 


He has sponsored legislation for 


ROBERT A. VOGELER—Vice-President and former European representative 
of the International Telephone and Telegraph Corporation; prisoner of 
Hungarian Communists for 17 months; author of I Was Stalin’s Prisoner; and 
raised funds for release of the four American flyers from Hungary. A 1 
ate of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, where he majored in busi- 
ness administration and mechanical engineering, Robert Vogeler was em- 
ployed by the Cornell-Dubilier Electric Corp., N. J., from 1937 to 1940. 
In 1943 he accepted a position with the I. T. & T. subsidiary, Federal Tele- 

- phone & Radio Corp., and in 1945, he was transferred to the parent com- 
pany’s subsidiary, International Standard Electric Corp., for assignment to 
Vienna as the Company’s Resident Representative. é f 
supervised by Mr. Vogeler was increased to include Czechoslovakia and, in 

1948, it was further increased to include Hungary. 


A gradu- 


In 1946, the territory 


“TOWN MEETING” ON TELEVISION 


Starting Sunday, January 27th, AMERICA’S TOWN MEETING will 
bear ‘watching,’ too, when the citizens of New York, Philadelphia, 
Washington, Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago, Los Angeles and San Fran- 
cisco can gather around some eight million* TV sets for a telecast ver- 
sion of the famous forum. he 


The televised TOWN MEETING will originate from New York 
every Sunday at 6:30 P. M. EST, and will be “live” throughout the 
network except for on the two west coast stations which will carry 
kinescopes one week later at 6:30 P. M. local time. Actually, the first 
program (Jan. 27) will be seen in Los Angeles and San Francisco on 
Feb. 3. As in the radio series, two or more nationally known speakers 
will discuss subjects of current interest and answer the questions of 
members of the audience. The stage setting will be a replica of the 
legislative assembly room of Independence Hall in Philadelphia, while 
visual effects and special film sequences will be utilized to assist the 
speakers in the presentation of their points of view. George V. Denny, 
Jr., founder and moderator of the TOWN MEETING broadcasts 
(which are to continue over ABC network Tuesday nights at 9:00 
P. M.) will also preside at the TV sessions. 


Sponsoring the telecasts will be Reichhold Chemicals, Inc., Detroit, 
a foremost manufacturer in the synthetic chemical field. In making the 
announcement of the new program, Henry H. Reichhold, founder and 
board chairman of the firm stated, “Our basic motive is not self-adver- 
tising, but rather to promote public discussion and sound thinking in 
relation to the complex problems we face today. I believe it is the duty 
of private enterprise to appropriate a substantial portion of its time 
and means toward the promotion of the public interest irrespective of 
any monetary reward. 


“Out of the deliberations of the early town meetings of Colonial 
days, a new and great Nation on this continent was born, dedicated 
above all things to freedom of worship; freedom of speech; freedom of 
assembly; freedom of the press; freedom of enterprise; and to the in- 
herent right of self-government. 


“In many parts of the world, these sacred rights are in jeopardy 
today. As a result, many critical decisions face our people which can 
best be resolved by free open discussion. As a sponsor of such de- 
cisions, Reichhold Chemicals is very happy and proud to present by net- 
work television for the first time, “America’s Town Meeting.” 


Bulletin readers who live in the New York area will want to 
know that TV tickets to the ABC-TV 58th Street Theater can be ob- 
tained through Miss Roma Sherwin at Town Hall. 


*Total number of TV sets-in-use in these eight cities as reported 
in Broadcasting-Telecasting, January 7, 1952. 
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THE LISTENER TALKS BACK 
| on 
“HOW CAN WE FIGHT CORRUPTION IN GOVERNMENT?” 
| Program of January 15, 1952 
Speakers 
Paul H. Douglas Alexander Wiley 


| 
| 


be letters should be mailed to Department A, Town Hall, New York 18, N.Y., 


FALLACY records, including these of the 
(There is a) fallacy (in the) State Department and President’s 
»pinion that if public servants office, to order impeachments, etc. 
were paid bigger salaries, they Any sub-jury of twelve members 
would not be corrupt. Is a man (should) have full authority to 
mho cheats on a $10,000 salary conduct investigations. — GADsDEN 
oing to stop cheating on a $20,- E. SHAND, Jr., Columbia, South 
0 salary? “He that is faithful Carolina. 

i that which is least is faithful LAWS ARE NOT NEEDED 

dso in much,” said Christ.— 
FeISABETH W. CONKLIN, Laguna 
each, California. 

“ATIONAL GRAND JURY 

A National Grand Jury (should 
€ established) to provide an in- 
ependent, non-political agency that 
wiil have the authority to investi- 
ate all Government activities and 


It is the attempt to cover up 
the crime that exposes the weak- 
ness in our Federal Government. 
. . . Senator Wiley gave the best 
and only answer, integrity and 
honesty in individual and national 
character will cure the disease. 
Passing more laws only compli- 
cates the issue. We have so many 


ee aN ares ee Congress now, — Esruer B. MECORNEY, 
the xecutive epartments, B rk 1 California. 

d to which the many honest Gov- seen a 

moment employees can present SUGGESTIONS ; 
vidence of dishonesty and of will- (1) would suggest the following 
ul negligence in Government ... 1. Do away with limiting the 


ervices without jeopardizing their time of prosecution—this would do 
wesent position and future secur- away with immunity after a certain 
vy. (This) would provide a needed time. 2. Bar all persons con- 
aeck on the administrative branch victed from holding any govern- 
f the Government and would en- ment position. . . . 3. Hold all 
ple the Congress to devote its persons who may try to bribe any 
e to legislative matters. (government) employee . . . the 
‘The National Grand Jury same as the employee (himself) — 
should) be composed of one mem- W. W. THoMAs, Minneapolis, Min- 
pr from each state ... to be _ nesota. 

ppointed by the state judiciary (Why not) establish schools . . 
ad to be a civilian who has not for diplomacy and administration 
kId any public office within one ... bringing in recruits with po- 
rar of appointment. (The Jury tential ability in those lines ?— 
ould have) authority to sub- Marcarer M. Turner, Palmyra, 
lena any Government or private Wisconsin. 
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|ON TELEVISION 


STARTING SUNDAY, JANUARY 27 
6:30 p.m. on East and West Coasts 


5:30 p.m., Central Zone 


Sponsored by 
REICHHOLD CHEMICALS, INC. 


On These ABC-TV Stations: 


New York 


WJZ-TV 


WMAL-TV Washington 


WFIL-TV ee Cee ee = Philadelphia 
WXYZ-TV - - - - - - - Detroit 


WEWS-TV - - - - - - - Cleveland 


WENR-TV Chicago 


*KECA-TV = - = = + = = Los Angeles 


*KGO-TV - = = = = = = San Francisco 


“STARTING SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3 


